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My first encounter with God’s word
was a children’s Bible story book with
many colourful paintings. As I
continued being exposed to the Bible
as [ grew up, I got to know a handful
of stories, but not much more. I even
remember sitting myself in from of
my Bible at the age of 10, saying to
myself that I would read through the
Bible one chapter per day, but I didn’t
even make it past the second day. |
never understood the whole Bible as a
complete narrative, and I never really
thought about those stories as events
that actually took place in the past.

But things started to change when I moved to Switzerland and started
attending the youth group here at an international
church 10 years ago. I remember hearing over and
over again that I should read my Bible daily and
even received a one year Bible reading plan, but
my knowledge of the Bible didn’t grow by much.

My thinking was strongly influenced, though, by
my youth leaders and youth pastor, who kept
encouraging me through their words and being
examples. One time, we were asked to raise our
hands to show how well we knew the Bible. I
knew pretty much all of the big stories, so I
thought I knew the Bible pretty well (I didn’t).

What really surprised me, though, was that one of
my leaders who I knew has read the Bible several
times said that his Bible knowledge wasn’t too
good. His explanation was that no matter how
many times he read the Bible, he discovered
something new. This was when I started thinking
the Bible isn’t just some old book after all, and
that it is the living word of God.

From then on, I continued growing closer to God’s word as I started
attending a Bible study course and even became a youth leader
myself. This August, with God’s help, I was able to complete reading
the entire Bible, which will hopefully be the first of many times. And
the more I grow closer to God’s word, the more I can depend on Him
and the more He transforms me into who He made me to be.

“For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the LORD,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future.”

Jeremiah 29:11
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